Periodontal disease and periodontal management in patients with cancer.
Periodontal infection may exacerbate during cancer therapy and may result in oral pain and infection, and systemic infection, which may cause morbidity and can lead to mortality in neutropenic cancer patients. Periodontal disease in head and neck cancer patients treated with radiation therapy may lead to acute and chronic complications. The literature was reviewed by a search of Medline of the National Library of Medicine. The search was conducted to identify publications assessing periodontal disease in cancer patients. In addition, a review of papers referenced in the retrieved papers was conducted to identify additional publications for review. Periodontal disease should be assessed and managed prior to medical treatment of cancer for those with oropharyngeal cancer, and for patients in whom neutropenia may develop during treatment. Pretreatment assessment and management, and maintenance of oral hygiene have been shown to be effective in preventing oral and systemic complications during treatment. A complete oral and periodontal examination is appropriate for all patients planned to receive head and neck radiation therapy and those to be treated with medical protocols that are anticipated to result in neutropenia. Oral and periodontal care must continue following cancer therapy, and requires that the health care provider have an understanding of the malignant disease, oral manifestations of the disease, medical management of the disease, and of the oral complications that may develop.